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PRESS STATEMENT

NAPAIC-GHANA’S STANCE ON DISRUPTIVE STATEMENT MADE BY THE UPPER REGIONAL
CHAIRMAN OF THE GHANA BAR ASSOCIATION (GBA), ANTHONY NAMOO

Good day, ladies and gentlemen of the media. We welcome you all to this press conference,
which centres on a very critical issue in the Upper East Region.

This issue borders on security. But before we go into the matter, we want to briefly highlight
what National Patriots Against Injustice and Corruption Ghana (NAPAIC-Ghana) stands for
in the interest of those who may not be familiar with NAPAIC-Ghana.

The National Patriots Against Injustice and Corruption Ghana (NAPAIC-Ghana) is a civil
society group in Ghana focused on fighting corruption and injustice.

The main objectives of NAPAIC-Ghana are:
Fight Corruption & Injustice

Expose, condemn, and petition for prosecution of public officials involved in corrupt
practices and abuse of power.

Promote Accountability & Rule of Law

Push for the principle that “Nobody should be above the law”. NAPAIC-Ghana calls on
institutions like CHRAJ and the Presidency to ensure justice'is served.

Advocate for Transparency in Governance

Demand investigations and legal action where there is evidence of misconduct, as seen in its
call to "compel by law" and "assist prosecution”.

Citizen Mobilisation against Corruption

Act as a watchdog group that represents "patriots” willing to speak up against graft.
NAPAIC-Ghana files petitions and makes public calls to pressure authorities.

How NAPAIC-Ghana relates to Ghana’s bigger anti-corruption framework:
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NAPAIC-Ghana’s work aligns with Ghana’s National Anti-Corruption Action Plan (NACAP).
NACAP’s strategic objectives include: Build public capacity to condemn and fight corruption
and make it a high-risk, low-gain activity.

NAPAIC-Ghana institutionalises efficiency, accountability and transparency in public, private
and not-for-profit sectors. It engages individuals, media, and CSOs in reporting and
combating corruption.

In short NAPAIC-Ghana exists to:

Monitor - Expose —-> Petition > Demand Prosecution of corrupt acts and injustices in
Ghana, while encouraging citizens to reject corruption.

Ladies and gentlemen from the media, we now take you to the issue that brings us here this
afternoon.

We are aggrieved and worried about a recent statement made by the Upper East Regional
Chairman of the Ghana Bar Association (GBA), Mr Anthony Namoo, who is a lawyer.

He made the statement at the “44th Anniversary Remembrance Service for the Three
Murdered Honourable Justices of the High Court” organised by the Ghana Bar Association
on High Court premises in Bolgatanga on Tuesday 30th June, 2026.

As NAPAIC-Ghana, we equally sympathise with the families of the three justices and, much
as we are very worried about the killings of these three justices, we also pray that our dear
country Ghana does not witness such a tragedy again and would like to appeal to the state
to do for more for the bereaved families beyond just remembering the three justices every
year.

Surprisingly, the Ghana Bar Association refused to acknowledge the fight against crime by
the IGP’s taskforce— “Black Maria”— who have been in the region for some time now and
doing very well in combating crimes.

It is also interesting to observe that within the first half of the year 2026 alone, the region
experienced the murder of an innocent police officer on the Bolgatanga-lamale Highway
and at least four separate armed robbery attacks were visited on traders in Bolgatanga and
its environs in broad daylight. The lives of individuals matter. The lives of police officers
matter. The lives of traders matter. As such, we would expect the Ghana Bar Association to
publicly express concern about the killings of traders, police officers, immigration officers,
teachers, nurses and other professionals in the region and condemn such killings.

Unfortunately, Mr Anthony Namoo, a lawyer, in a speech he delivered at the “44th
Anniversary Remembrance Service for the Three Murdered Honourable Justices of the High
Court” stated that police officers had “through their operation extra-judicially murdered”
some suspects whose names he mentioned in his speech. As a lawyer, it would be
appropriate for him to have substantiated his claims, but he did not do so. We at NAPAIC-
Ghana find such a speech disturbing. Until the arrival of the current Upper East Regional
Police Commander, DCOP John Ferguson Dzineku, and the operation of the Black Maria,
armed robbers were having a field day and criminals were killing and robbing residents of

2




their belongings at will in the Upper East Region. People were gripped in fear and panic at
the hands of criminals until now.

The operation of the Black Maria has scared these armed robbers away and has led to the
arrests and prosecution of many suspects in the various law courts in the region. This has
boosted public confidence in the security agencies in the region.

It is public knowledge that the residents of the region are now heaving sighs of relief. Mr
Anthony Namoo, who himself lives in the region and practises as a lawyer in the region, did
not acknowledge the good work the Upper East Regional Police Command and the Black
Maria taskforce have done for the good people of the country. We find his speech as
bearing a potential to disrupt the good work of the peace officers while the same speech
might embolden criminals to continue their nefarious acts against the populace.

The presence of the Black Maria taskforce, to NAPAIC-Ghana, has boosted traders and
investors in the region, and as such people are ready to do their work at will and in peace.

It must be emphasised here that NAPAIC-Ghana does not subscribe to any extra-judicial
killings. But it must also be said that when people like Mr Anthony Namoo make serious
allegations or claims, they must back such their assertions with incontrovertible evidence.
We also expect the likes of Mr Anthony Namoo to condemn criminals whose operations
have caused sleepless nights to traders, terror to residents and fear among well-meaning
investors. We ask the likes of Mr Anthony Namoo to show interest in the concerns of the
good people of the region who have been targets of criminals.

NAPAIC-Ghana would like to encourage any entity or individual who feels offended by Mr
Anthony Namoo’s disruptive comments to seek legal action in the law courts if they so wish
and we at NAPAIC-Ghana would support them.

We wish to commend the IGP, the Minister for the Interior, Upper East Regional Police
Command, the Black Maria taskforce and all the security agencies in the Upper East Region.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen from the media.

Zuméh“B"aro

Secretary, NAPAIC-Ghana.
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