£BNAPAIC-GHANA

National Patriots against Injustice and Corruption Ghana

Email Address: napaicgh2014@gmail.com Date: 18th July, 2026.

PETITION TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA

Subject: Call for Investigation into Allegations by GBA Upper East Chairman Lawyer
Anthony Namoo, and Appeal to Retain and Strengthen IGP Special Taskforce “Black
Maria” in the Upper East Region

His Excellency John Dramani Mahama
President of the Republic of Ghana
Office of the President, Jubilee House, Accra.

Your Excellency,
1. INTRODUCTION

We, the National Patriots Against Injustice and Corruption Ghana (NAPAIC-Ghana), a
civil society organisation committed to accountability, justice and the rule of law,
respectfully submit this petition to your office.

This petition concerns:

1. Public statements made by the Upper East Regional Chairman of the Ghana
Bar Association (GBA), Anthony Namoo, and

2. The critical role and need for the continued presence of the IGP Special
Taskforce “Black Maria” in the Upper East Region.

2. COMMENDATION OF IGP SPECIAL TASKFORCE “BLACK MARIA”

Your Excellency, we wish to first place on record our sincere commendation to the
Inspector-General of Police, COP Christian Tetteh Yohuno, the Minister for the
Interior, Hon. Mubarak Mohammed Muntaka, the Upper East Regional Police
Commander, DCOP John Ferguson Dzineku, and the officers of the “Black Maria”
Special Taskforce.

Since the deploymént of “Black Maria” to the Upper East Region, residents, traders,
healthcare workers, teachers and other professionals have experienced a marked
improvement in security. The taskforce has:




1. Deterred armed robbery and violent crime in Bolgatanga and its environs;

2. Supported the arrest and prosecution of suspects; and

3. Restored public confidence that made it possible for traders and investors to
operate “at will and in peace.”

This is evidenced by the outpouring of support from citizens during our press
conference at Bolgatanga Central Market on Saturday 5th July 2026, where traders
held placards reading: “Black Maria has restored peace in Upper East”, “Armed
Robbers are scared. Keep Black Maria!”, and “Public confidence is back because of
Black Maria” among others.

3. GROUNDS OF PETITION: CONCERN OVER STATEMENTS BY LAWYER
ANTHONY NAMOO & GBA UPPER EAST BRANCH

A. Alleged Unsubstantiated Public Allegations

On 30th June 2026, during a remembrance ceremony in Bolgatanga for the three
murdered High Court Judges, Lawyer Anthony Namoo, speaking in his capacity as
Upper East Regional Chairman of the Ghana Bar Association at the ceremony, alleged
that:

“It is very disconcerting that they would hear rumours, come and fish out young men.
Pretending to be sending them to Accra, and then they murder them on the way.”

He further alleged that police officers had “through their operation extra-judicially
murdered” some suspects whose names he mentioned.

Your Excellency, NAPAIC-Ghana does not subscribe to extra-judicial killings under any
circumstance. However, we are concerned that such grave allegations were made in a
public forum without the presentation of “incontrovertible evidence”™ to support
them.

As a senior lawyer and Chairman of the GBA in the region, such statements carry
weight and have the potential to:

1. Undermine public confidence in the Ghana Police Service at a time when gains have
been made;

2. Embolden criminals; and

3. Disrupt the good work of security agencies.

B. Alleged Endangerment of Security Personnel

We are further concerned by reports that in the course of his public address, Lawyer
Anthony Namoo exposed the name of the leader of the “Black Maria” taskforce. He
was heard mentioning the name of the police officer in a video taken during his
address at the ceremony in Bolgatanga. The video was shared on several social media
platforms. Subsequently, a man was seen in a video holding a gun and publicly




threatening to harm the police officer and his family. The statement made by Lawyer
Anthony Namoo (the mention of the police officer’s name in public) clearly has the
potential to endanger the life of the said police officer and members of his family,
given the sensitive and high-risk nature of the taskforce’s operations against armed
robbery syndicates in the region. -

Such disclosure contradicts the duty of all citizens, especially officers of the court, to
protect the safety of security personnel and their families.

C. Failure to Acknowledge Victims of Crime

We also note with concern that in his address, the GBA Chairman did not
acknowledge victims of crime in the region. In the first half of 2026 alone, the region
recorded the murder of a police officer on the Bolgatanga-Tamale Highway and at
least four armed robbery attacks on traders in broad daylight at the Bolgatanga
Central Market.

We believe leadership requires balanced commentary that condemns crime and
commends efforts to fight it.

4. PRAYERS
In view of the above, we humbly pray that Your Excellency will:

1. Direct the Inspector-General of Police to invite Lawyer Anthony Namoo for
questioning regarding:

a. The source and evidence for his allegations of extra-judicial killings; and

b. The circumstances under which he publicly mentioned the name of the leader
of the “Black Maria” taskforce, and to assess any security risk arising therefrom.

2. Refer the matter to the General Legal Council (GLC) for review under the Legal
Profession Act, 1960 [Act 32] and the Legal Profession (Professional Conduct and
Etiquette) Rules, 1969 [L.l. 613] regarding the conduct of a senior member of the Bar
making public allegations without evidence.

3. Approve the extension of the stay and operations of the IGP Special Taskforce
“Black Maria™ in the Upper East Region for a further period, and provide them with
the needed logistics and support to sustain the fight against armed robbery and
violent crime.

4. Direct the Minister for the Interior and the IGP to publicly acknowledge and
reward the good work of DCOP John F. Dzineku, “Black Maria” and all security
agencies in the Upper East Region.

| 5. Take any other steps deemed necessary to protect security personnel, uphold the
| rule of law, and maintain peace in the Upper East Region.

5. CONCLUSION




Your Excellency, our intent is not to gag free speech or undermine the Bar. We
believe lawyers must speak truth to power. However, that truth must be grounded in
evidence, especially when it concerns.the lives of security officers and public safety.

The people of the Upper East Region are heaving sighs of relief everywhere because
of “Black Maria”. We appeal to you to ensure that this progress is not reversed.

We trust in your commitment to justice, security, and accountability.

Respectfully submitted,

Akolbulgo-Zotipelba Ayeo-Duko

Vice — President, NAPAIC-Ghana
Tel: 0594192162

(On behalf of the Executive and Members)
Witnessed by: Traders, Residents and Stakeholders of the Upper East Region

Attachments:

1. Press Statement issued by NAPAIC-Ghana dated 5th July 2026
2. Photographs of the Bolgatanga Central Market Press Conference
3. List of Signatories/Supporters

CC:

The Minister, Ministry of the Interior, Accra.

The Minister, Ministry of Justice and Attorney-General’s Department
The Inspector-General of Police, National Police Headquarters, Accra.
The Chairperson, General Legal Council, Accra.
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